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Head Teacher Requirements 
 
Type of Head 
Teacher 

 
Education Requirements 

 
Experience Requirements 

1. A high school diploma or GED  OR 
 

1. At least one thousand and eighty (1,080) hours 
of documented supervised experience over a 
nine (9) month span of time working with 
unrelated children age birth through school-age. 

Head Teachers in 
Group Day Care 
Homes 
 

2. A four (4) year college degree in early childhood education or child development 
from an accredited institution of higher education with program approval from the 
Board of Governors of Higher Education 

2. At least three hundred and sixty (360) hours of 
documented supervised experience working 
with unrelated children age birth through school-
age. 

1. A current center-based Child Development Associate Credential issued from the 
Council for Early Childhood Professional Recognition OR 

2. Twelve (12) credits in early childhood education or child development, from an 
accredited institution of higher education with program approval from the Board of 
Governors of Higher Education OR 

1. At least one thousand and eighty (1,080) hours 
of documented supervised experience over a 
nine (9) month span of time working with 
unrelated children age birth to five (5). 

Head Teachers in 
Child Day Care 
Centers for Children 
Ages Birth to Five  
 

3. A four (4) year college degree in early childhood education or child development, 
from an accredited institution of higher education with program approval from the 
Board of Governors of Higher Education  

3. At least three hundred and sixty (360) hours of 
documented supervised experience working 
with unrelated children age birth to five (5) 
PLUS at least one semester of student teaching 
with children age birth to five (5). 

1. Twelve (12) credits in early childhood education or child development, elementary 
education, recreation, group social work or a related field from an accredited 
institution of higher education with program approval from the Board of Governors 
of Higher Education OR 

1. At least five hundred and forty (540) hours of 
documented supervised experience over a nine 
(9) month span of time working with unrelated 
children age five (5) to twelve (12). 

Head Teacher in Child 
Day Care Centers for 
School Age Children 
Only 

2. A four (4) year college degree in elementary education, recreation, group social 
work or a related field from an accredited institution of higher education with 
program approval from the Board of Governors of Higher Education   

2. At least two hundred and seventy (270) hours of 
documented supervised experience working 
with unrelated children age five (5) to twelve 
(12). 
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1. A current center-based Child Development Associate Credential issued from the 
Council for Early Childhood Professional Recognition OR 

Head Teacher in a 
Child Day Care 
Centers for Children 
Birth to School-Age   

2. Twelve (12) credits in early childhood education or child development, from an 
accredited institution of higher education with program approval from the Board of 
Governors of Higher Education OR 

1. At least one thousand and eighty (1,080) hours 
of documented supervised experience over a 
nine (9) month span of time working in a legally 
operating child care program which serves 
infants and/or preschoolers or a combination of 
school-age children and infants and/or 
preschoolers. 

 
 
 

3. A four (4) year college degree in early childhood education or child development, 
from an accredited institution of higher education with program approval from the 
Board of Governors of Higher Education 

3. At least three hundred and sixty (360) hours of 
documented supervised experience working 
with unrelated children age birth to five (5) 
PLUS at least one semester of student teaching 
with children who are infants and/or 
preschoolers or a combination of school-age 
children and infants and/or preschoolers. 

 
  
 


